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is different from one .whose spirit is illuminated by Kepler's
vision. The man who is still dubious about the sum of twice
two is different from the thinker for whom nothing is less
doubtful than the a priori truths of mathematics. To sum up
—it is not immaterial what' sort of Weltanschauung we
possess; because it is not just a matter of our creating an
image of the world, since retroactively it also changes us.
The conception that we make of the world is the image of
that sum of experience which we call' world'. And in accord-
ance with the character of this image we orientate our adapta-
tion. As has been said, this does not happen unconsciously.
The common soldier in the trenches has no insight into the
activities of the general staff. It is true that we are both general
staff and army leader. But nearly always it requires deter-
mined resolution to free our consciousness from immediate,
perhaps pressing, occupations in order to direct it to the
general problem of attitude. If we fail in this, we naturally
remain unconscious of our attitude, and in this case we have
no Weltanschauung, but merely an unconscious attitude.
If no account is taken of guiding aims and principles they
remain unconscious, that is, it seems as if everything simply
happened in such and such a way. In reality, however,
complicated processes are working in the background in which
principles and aims are involved of well-nigh immeasurable
subtlety. There are many scientists who avoid having a
Weltanschauung because this is supposed not to be scientific.
But it is manifestly not clear to these people what they are
really doing. For what actually happens is this, by deliberately
leaving themselves in the dark as to their guiding ideas they
are clinging to a deeper, more primitive level of consciousness
than would correspond to their full conscious capacities.
A certain critical and sceptical attitude is by no means always
the expression of intelligence; often it is just the reverse,
especially when a man uses scepticism as a screen to cloak
his lack of Weltanschauung, Not infrequently, it is a moral
rather than an intellectual deficiency. Because to see the

